NEWSLETTER ARTICLE:   Preventing Child Maltreatment
Instructions:  A customized newsletter can be developed that will address the prevention of child maltreatment. Feel free to change the information below and edit this sample newsletter article to fit the specific needs of any state, region, or community.  Be sure to insert the correct information in each blank and include additional data and facts as appropriate.  Refer to the CDC’s injury website (www.cdc.gov/ncipc) for additional facts or statistics.
Recently, stories about child maltreatment cases have been widely covered by our local and national media.  In light of this, it is increasingly important that parents have access to programs that can provide them with the assistance and support they need to raise their children in a safe and healthy environment.  
Child maltreatment includes physical, sexual, and emotional abuse and neglect.  In 2007, more than 1,700 children died from abuse and neglect in the U.S.  More than 1 in 8 American children between the ages of 2 and 17 are victims of child maltreatment.  Most of these cases, however, are not reported to police or social services.

Locally, [insert stats]. 

Children who are abused or neglected are at a higher risk for health problems as adults.  These problems include alcoholism, drug use, depression, and suicide.

Fortunately, through the promotion of programs that encourage home visitation, teach positive parenting skills, and provide support and resources to parents, we can prevent instances of child maltreatment and ensure that all children can live to their full potential.
[insert information about your state-specific program(s)]
For more information about child maltreatment prevention efforts in [name of community], please contact [department name] at [contact #].
Editor’s Note:  For data sources, please visit http://www.cdc.gov/ncipc/dvp/CMP/default.htm.

