NEWSLETTER ARTICLE:   Preventing Residential Fire Injuries

Instructions:  A customized newsletter can be developed that will address the prevention of residential fires.  Feel free to change the information below and edit this sample newsletter article to fit the specific needs of any state, region, or community.  Be sure to insert the correct information in each blank and include additional data and facts as appropriate.  Refer to the CDC’s injury website (www.cdc.gov/ncipc) for additional facts or statistics.

With winter approaching, it's important to keep in mind a few simple steps you can take to keep your families warm and safe this season. 

Residential fire injuries are one of the most common causes of unintentional injury deaths in the United States.  According to the CDC, firefighters responded to 414,000 home fires in 2007 that claimed the lives of 2,865 people and injured another 13,600 in the U.S.  That same year, someone was injured in a fire every 30 minutes, and someone died in a fire every 153 minutes.  

Locally, [insert stats]. 

Smoke alarms are one of the most effective ways of preventing injures and deaths related to residential fires. Given that a fire can occur in almost any room of a home, it is extremely important that all floors of your home have smoke alarms.  In fact, from 2002 to 2006, 65% of reported home fire deaths in the U.S. occurred in homes without smoke alarms or without functional smoke alarms. 

Fortunately, residential fires can be prevented.  There are several precautions you can take to protect your family from the devastating consequences of a residential fire: 

·  [Highlight A local prevention effort specific to your area (such as a high use of space heaters, candle usage, etc.)]
· Install smoke alarms on every floor of your home, including the kitchen and every bedroom.

· Keep cooking areas free of flammable objects.

· Devise a family fire escape plan and practice it every 6 months.
These simple precautions can make the difference when it comes to keeping your family safe and ensuring that they can live to their full potential.

For more information about residential fire prevention efforts in [name of community], please contact [department name] at [contact #].
Editor’s Note:  For data sources, please visit http://www.cdc.gov/ncipc/factsheets/fire.htm.

